FIGURE S1: Marker analysis of plasma membrane-enriched fractions.
Plasma membranes were prepared by aqueous two-phase partitioning from control and stressed maize roots. Proteins were separated by SDS-PAGE and marker enzymes were Abundance of these proteins, however, was higher in plasma membrane preparations of stressed plants. Contamination by endomembrane systems may be the result of contact sites of the plasma membrane with the ER (Larsson et al., 2007; Sparkes et al., 2009) . In general this contamination may be low (3-5%) as demonstrated for the control in the present study and by other published data (Lüthje et al., 1998; Mika et al., 2008) . The markers used, however, have important functions in vesicle trafficking which is stimulated by various stresses (e.g. Dietz et al., 2001; Lipka and Panstruga, 2005) . This could be the reason for an increase in abundance of these proteins and may falsify the estimation of the contamination of plasma membrane preparations from stressed plants.
